
UNAPPROVED

There was a special meeting of the Cumberland School Committee

held on Monday, November 21, 2011 at the Cumberland High School

Transitional Building Cafetorium, 2602 Mendon Road, Cumberland,

Rhode Island.

Members Present:  Jeff Mutter, Lisa Beaulieu, Linda Teel, Erika Sanzi,

Earl Wood.  Dan Pedro arrived at 7:10 p.m. and John Gibbons was

absent from this meeting.

Administration Present:  Dr. Philip Thornton, Superintendent, Dr.

Susan Carney, Assistant Superintendent, Joseph A. Rotella, Director

of Administration.

Agenda Item #1:  Chairman Convenes Meeting

Chairman Mutter convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda Item #2:  Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda Item #3:  Approval of Agenda

Mr. Wood made a motion to approve the agenda, 2nd Mrs. Teel,

approved 5-0.  Mr. Pedro had not arrived at this point.

Agenda Item #4:  Presentation/Discussion of Anti-Bullying Research

Dr. Thornton started out by stating that Jay Masterson, Assistant



Principal at North Cumberland Middle School, met with about 25

people (students, parents, administration), about 10 months ago to

discuss anti-bullying and to put together an updated policy for our

schools.  Mr. Masterson worked in conjunction with Lawrence P.

Filippelli, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent of Scituate Schools and the

president of The Education Consortium, LLC.  Dr. Filippelli gave a

brief presentation on how kids and teens socialize today.  He began

with Facebook and how each child may have his or her personal

information on the page, name, age, contact information, email

address, birthdate, etc., some have pictures of events, friends, etc. 

He talked about how pictures on Facebook can be tracked back to the

actual location that the picture was taken – if it was originally taken

by one of the many smart phones- this can be very dangerous.  He

talked about the results of a poll that he took with 4,000 Rhode Island

students – he said the results were very alarming.  Seventy one

percent of teen girls have admitted to “sexting” and sixty seven

percent of boys have admitted to it.  Overall 70% of the students

answering the questions said they had sent pictures – or rather were

“sexting” – girls sending their boyfriends a sexy present, but then

after the romance goes sour, these pictures of these girls get

circulated all over the internet.  He also noted that 1 in 5 teens has

also sent a “sexting video”.  

He then went on to talk about cyber bullying – years ago  bullying

used to stop at 3 o’clock when school got out, but now it goes all day

and all night.  Thirty three percent of all teens between the ages of 12

and 17 have had mean, threatening or embarrassing things said



about them online.  All instant message conversations, emails, text

messages, etc., all leave a digital trail that can be tracked by law

enforcement.  Students need to realize that if threats spill over into

school, they can be held accountable there as well.  He talked about

the zero tolerance policy, but warned against it because some

students that have never had a problem before eventually get to a

breaking point and retaliate against the bully and sometimes end up

doing the same thing to that bully that was done to them.   He advised

the School Department and the School Committee to follow the policy

exactly – follow the procedures – he noted some examples of court

cases that were tossed out because the School Department had not

followed the policy exactly.  Mr. Rotella asked for some case

examples so that he could review them and beware of mistakes that

had been made and that cost the School Department to lose the case

– Mr. Rotella wants to make sure that if they ever had to go to court,

they would make the case and the discipline stick.

Agenda Item #5:  Presentation/Discussion of Student Training

Mr. Masterson started off by stating that they are not trying to get

students in trouble, they are trying to teach them what is right and

what is wrong.  He said the training would be given to administration

first, then students, then parents – after the policy is adopted.  Mr.

Masterson gave a presentation of Middle School Bullying – it gave

various types of students that are bullied, what bully’s look and

sound like, why bullying is sometimes not noticed, why students

don’t always report it – because of retaliation, why telling someone



about a bully is not tattling, why it is helpful if you do tell a teacher,

etc., about a bully because you could be saving someone from being

hurt.  He went on to say that 38% of students, who observe bullying,

do nothing about it – 33% actually try to help.  This is a district wide,

school wide, every student involvement program – there will be a task

force for bullying at each school – Mr. Masterson will work with Dr.

Thornton regarding the task force.  Mr. Masterson thanked everyone

that worked on this policy, he especially mentioned the students

because they were right in the middle of everything and were a very

important part of this team.

Agenda Item #6:  Reading of Amended Policy – IGAE Anti-Bullying

Policy – Mr. Mutter asked Mr. Rotella if they had to read the amended

policy.  Mr. Rotella said that it would be on the website and copies

would be available in the Superintendent’s office and there were

copies available at this meeting, he then suggested that the SC wave

the reading of this policy – Mr. Mutter wanted to make sure that it

would not be a mishap if they did not read this policy and Mr. Rotella

said that it is definitely okay not to read it.

Agenda Item #7:  Public Comment

No public comment at this time.

Agenda Item #8:  Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Amended Policy

– IGAE Anti-Bullying Policy – Mr. Mutter noted that the Policy

Committee had reviewed this policy and had recommended it for



approval tonight.  Mrs. Teel made a motion to approve the amended

policy – IGAE Anti-Bullying Policy, 2nd Mr. Wood,          approved 6-0. 

Mr. Mutter and the entire SC thanked Mr. Masterson, Dr. Filippelli, and

the task team. 

Agenda Item #9:  Adjournment

Mrs. Beaulieu made a motion to adjourn, 2nd Mrs. Teel, approved 6-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Linda A. Jackvony


